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Phillips in Association with Bacs & Russo to Offer
The Only Known Vintage White Gold Rolex Daytona

One of the World’s Most Important Wristwatches

Will Make Its Auction Debut During Daytona Ultimatum on 12 May 2018
For The Benefit Of Children Action

Rolex Cosmograph Daytona “The Unicorn” in 18 karat white gold, Reference 6265

Estimate: In excess of CHF 3 million

GENEVA - 13 March 2018 - There are watches so precious that their very existence baffles the most seasoned of
collectors. So elusive, that only a few can claim to have seen one in the flesh. This extraordinary vintage white gold Rolex
Cosmograph Daytona, reference 6265, also known as “The Unicorn”, is emphatically such a watch. Having presided in
one of the world’s finest watch collections for many years, it appears at public auction for the very first time this season.

Until now, its owner has always asserted that this Cosmograph would never be for sale. Quite simply, it was
irreplaceable. But realizing the good that could come from a public sale, John Goldberger has decided the time has come
to part with it.

The watch will be sold for the benefit of Children Action, a foundation dedicated to helping the lives of youth around the
world. It will headline Daytona Ultimatum, a thematic sale offering 32 of the rarest and most sought-after Daytonas
ever made by Rolex.


https://www.phillips.com/article/30067876/only-known-white-gold-rolex-daytona-reference-6265

Until the discovery of the white gold reference 6265, it was thought Rolex only produced manually wound Daytonas in
stainless steel or in 18k yellow gold, with 14K yellow gold examples delivered to the American market. While the
manufacture sometimes created custom dials and special bracelets, it was unfathomable to many that Rolex would ever
deviate from its modus operandi.

Yet for one lucky customer, Rolex created what scholars believe to be a one-off, unique masterpiece - a Cosmograph
Daytona cased in white precious metal. Research shows that this watch was manufactured in 1970 and delivered in 1971,
made upon special order for a German retailer. At the time of production, it was very likely the rarest, most luxurious
and special Cosmograph offered by Rolex.

Cased in white gold, this chronograph is without any doubt Rolex’s magnum opus. Bearing reference number 6265, its
ground-breaking discovery some ten years ago is now an indelible part of the Cosmograph Daytona’s history.

The importance of this Daytona cannot be overstated. Its unexpected appearance at auction presents a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for collectors to acquire a vintage white gold Rolex chronograph. Sold to benefit Children Action, it
is the first and most likely only time a white gold reference 6265/9 will ever appear in the public sphere.

Speaking of the impact of the watch’s sale for Children Action, its founder, Bernard Sabrier said: “By giving most
probably the rarest vintage Rolex watch, John Goldberger is not only making a phenomenal philanthropic gesture but
he is also contributing to provide a long-term positive difference in the lives of thousands of children. The Foundation
is honored to be the recipient of such a tremendous donation.”

Aurel Bacs, Senior Consultant of Bacs & Russo, said he was delighted to offer the watch at auction. “I never dreamt |
would one day sell this watch, and | have known about this watch for long enough to realize what it means to John
Goldberger to have come to this decision. | am therefore honoured to have been entrusted with the sale of such an
extremely important piece, the only white gold manual winding Daytona known to the world. This watch will be
remembered for all the good it will do when it is sold for the benefit of Children Action, this May, as part of our Daytona
Ultimatum thematic auction.”

Phillips is pleased to offer this watch to the market for the first time, and is thrilled that its sale will benefit children in
need. For more information on the sale of this “The Unicorn”, please click here.

Please click here for images of the white gold Rolex Cosmograph Daytona, Reference 6265.

Permission for the use of any image is granted for timely reporting and auction review purposes only. Image
courtesy of Phillips / Phillips.com
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ABOUT PHILLIPS IN ASSOCIATION WITH BACS & RUSSO
The team of specialists at Phillips Watches is dedicated to an uncompromised approach to quality, transparency, and client service,

achieving a sale total of $112 million in 2017 - its second consecutive year as the worldwide market leader in watch auctions.

A selection of our recent record-breaking prices:

1. Paul Newman’s Rolex “Paul Newman” Daytona reference 6239 (CHF 17,709,894/US$17,752,500) - New York Auction:
Winning lcons - 26 October 2017 - Highest result ever achieved for any wristwatch at auction.
2. Patek Philippe reference 1518 in stainless steel (CHF 11,020,000 /US$11,112,020) - Geneva Watch Auction: FOUR - 12

November 2016 - Highest result ever achieved for a Patek Philippe wristwatch at auction.
3. Patek Philippe reference 2523 (HK$22,300,000 /US$2,856,630) - Hong Kong Watch Auction: FIVE - 28 November 2017 -

Highest result ever achieved for any wristwatch sold at auction in Asia

ABOUT PHILLIPS
Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas of
20th Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice


https://www.phillips.com/article/30067876/only-known-white-gold-rolex-daytona-reference-6265
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ikb9982cbp5ktwb/AABvxxIaDBswSSmWznW9Vn25a?dl=0

on all aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients
are further served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online
auction platform accessible anywhere in the world. In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, Phillips
brokers private sales and offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services.

Visit www.phillips.com for further information.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium.
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