
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Phillips June Design Auction in New York to  
Offer Iconic Works Spanning the 20th Century 

 

French Mid-Century, American Studio Craft, & Italian Lighting  
Among the Sale Highlights 

 

 
Jean Royère 

“Ours Polaire” sofa, 1950s 
Estimate:  $300,000 - 400,000 

 
 

NEW YORK – 31 MAY 2016 – On 9 June 2016, Phillips will host the auction of Design in New York, bringing together over 

150 lots of the best in 20th century design. Spanning nearly a century of styles, and with estimates ranging from $1,000 to 

$400,000, this sale includes a strong selection of American Studio Craft, a group of eight lamps by Gino Sarfatti from a 

private Italian collection, and several iconic examples of French midcentury design. 

 

Alexander Payne, Worldwide Head of Design, said, “We are delighted to present Phillips’ first New York Design auction 

of the year, which will provide an incredible opportunity for collectors at all levels to expand their collections. This sale will 

bring together an incredible group of works from some of the most sought-after artists and designers of the 20th century, 

including Jean Royère, Georges Jouve, Wendell Castle, June Schwarcz, and William Harper, among others.”  

 

Among the sale highlights are works by June Schwarcz and William Harper, designers at the forefront of the American 

Studio Craft movement, whose experiments in enamel and jewelry challenged ancient traditions and trailblazed processes 

for today’s contemporary makers.  Having first begun working with enamel in 1954, June Schwarcz quickly gained success 

and was exhibiting her work extensively by the late 1960s. In 1966, William Harper, an enamelist from Cleveland, Ohio, 

saw her work when visiting New York. He was inspired, which fortuitously led him to his own explorations of cloisonné.  



Harper’s more freeform and sculptural was the technique that would become so 

emblematic of his work in his tremendously successful career. In 1998, on the occasion of a 

retrospective of June Schwarcz’s work at the San Francisco Craft and Folk Art Museum, 

William Harper was asked to interview Schwarcz for the museum’s exhibition catalogue. In 

the long-standing tradition of artist relationships, the two artists traded works for each to 

have in their own personal collections, both of which 

are included in Phillips’ auction on June 9. The June 

Schwarcz bowl (illustrated below) was traded that 

day for the William Harper brooch (illustrated right). 

Reunited here in this auction, these works are the 

culmination of the careers of two artists who pushed 

America into the spotlight for their experimentation 

in the field of craft. 

 

 

Also among the auction highlights is a collection of Italian post-war lighting. Eight 

table and floor lamps by the visionary Gino Sarfatti have been consigned from a 

private Italian collection, ranging in estimate from $3,000 to $18,000. Sarfatti, who 

produced over 600 models in his lifetime, was the subject of an important 

retrospective at the Milan Triennale in 2012. 

 

 

Additional Highlights. 
 

 
June Schwarcz 
Bowl #592, 1971 

Estimate $3,000 - 4,000 

 

 
Marc Du Plantier 

Important writing table, circa 1960 
Estimate $80,000 - 120,000 

 
Georges Jouve 

Rare coffee table, circa 1959 
Estimate: $70,000 - 90,000 

 

 
William Harper 
Brooch, “Ripe Blossom IV”, 1992 
Estimate $6,000 - 8,000 

 
Gino Sarfatti 

Floor lamp, model no. 1034, 1946-1951 
Estimate: $12,000 - 18,000 



 
Mary Lee Hu 

Neckpiece, 1970s 
Estimate: $3,000 - 5,000 

 

 
Line Vautrin 

Rare "Roi Soleil" mirror, circa 1960 
Estimate: $70,000 - 90,000 

 

 
Wendell Castle 

"Abilene" rocker, 2008 
Estimate: $50,000 - 70,000 

 
Ingrid Donat 

“Hommage à Klimt”, 2014 
Estimate: $40,000 - 60,000 

 
Auction: Thursday, 9 June 2016 | 2:00pm 
Auction viewing: 3-9 June |   Monday to Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday 12pm-6pm 
Location: 450 Park Avenue, New York 
Link to more information: https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/NY050116  
                

### 
ABOUT PHILLIPS 
Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas 
of Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of 
collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further 
served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction 
platform accessible anywhere in the world. 
 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
 

PRESS CONTACTS: 

NEW YORK - Michael Sherman, Chief Communications Officer msherman@phillips.com +1 212 940 1384 

LONDON - Matthew Paton, Consultant matthew@patonarts.com +44 (0)7711 112425 

 

HEADQUARTERS: LONDON - 30 Berkeley Square, London W1J 6EX | NEW YORK - 450 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022  
VISIT US AT:  www.phillips.com  
FOLLOW US ON: Twitter | Instagram | Vimeo | Facebook | Pinterest | Tumblr | LinkedIn 
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