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Phillips Announces Highlights from the  
June Design Auction in New York 

 
 

Works by Piero Fornasetti, Jean Royère, Lucie Rie,  
Judy Kensley McKie, and Zaha Hadid to Lead the Sale 

 

 
Jean Royère 

“Flaque” low table, circa 1955 

Estimate: $180,000-250,000 

 
 

NEW YORK – 24  MAY 2018 – Phillips is pleased to announce highlights from the upcoming auction of Design in New York 

on Wednesday, 6 June. Comprised of over 160 lots, the sale will include a strong selection of French and Italian design, 

as well as Studio Craft, with works spanning nearly a century. The sale will include works by Piero Fornasetti, Jean Royère, 

Zaha Hadid, and Lucie Rie, among other design masters of the 20th and 21st centuries.   

 

Cordelia Lembo, Head of Department, New York, Vice President, said, “Phillips’ June Design sale will bring together 

important works from private collections around the globe, many of which are coming to the market first time. With a 

wonderful cross-section of design movements that span a variety of price points, this sale will provide collectors of all 

levels and interests with an exciting opportunity to grow their collections with high-quality, important pieces.”   

 



Jean Royère’s “Flaque” low table, circa 1955, will be offered among the 

sale’s highlights on 6 June. With “flaque” meaning “puddle” in French, 

this table illustrates the influence of biomorphism introduced by artists 

such as Hans Arp and Alexander Calder and situates Royère’s design 

within a larger international discourse. From the 1930s, designers 

including Frederick Kiesler, Eileen Gray, Charlotte Perriand, and Isamu 

Noguchi began exploring biomorphism in their work, departing from 

more traditional furniture forms. Royère employed straw marquetry 

for his “Flaque” table, a traditional technique meant to imitate wood 

veneer which had been in use in Europe since the seventeenth century. 

Revitalized by other designers in the 1930s, the technique of straw 

marquetry enabled Royère to combine color, pattern, and craftsmanship, transforming a humble material into a 

sophisticated design, characterized by supple lines and delicate star motifs. Works like the present lot feature pared-

down forms that reflect Royère’s captivation with ornamentation and his enduring independent expression.  

 

While Zaha Hadid is well remembered for creating some of the 

21st century’s most distinctive buildings, she also produced 

numerous furniture collections in the sinuous style that became 

her trademark. The present bench, which will be offered in the 

June auction, appears to freeze movement, as though formed 

from a jet of molten metal, extruded at speed and shaped by the 

forces of physics. Though a domestic object, its cast aluminum 

form draws from the material lexicon of industry, with a 

seamlessly smooth surface and lustrous finish that evokes the 

curves of a high-performance automobile. The bench was 

originally designed in 2003 as part of “Ice-Storm,” an 

experimental interior setting Hadid created for a retrospective at 

Vienna’s Museum für Angewandte Kunst. The “Ice-Storm” 

installation marked a significant moment for Hadid in realizing her architectural aspirations toward a wholly integrated 

interior environment where furniture and structure merge and blend into one seamless unit. The formal language and 

spatial philosophy first realized with “Ice-Storm” and its components, including the present bench, would continue to 

influence the furniture collections and objects Hadid designed throughout the remainder of her career. 

 
Also among the sale’s highlights is Piero Fornasetti’s “Stanza Metafisica” (Metaphysical Room). Piero Fornasetti was a 

phenomenally talented and prolific painter and illustrator, but his talents soared far beyond two-dimensional artwork. 

He was fascinated by the organization of interior spaces and the screen, at once a blank canvas, a theatrical curtain, and 

a permutable and modular piece of furniture, was the perfect springboard for Fornasetti’s ideas. Fornasetti was 

particularly interested in Japanese screens and was a connoisseur of the various forms, styles, and techniques. Fornasetti 

synthesized all of these ideas in his famous “Stanza Metafisica” (Metaphysical Room). Composed of thirty-two panels 

decorated with a surreal design of stairways, passageways, and ladders, it was designed as a space for meditation that 

could be set up in various ways according to the needs of the user.  

 
Piero Fornasetti 

La Stanza Metafisica (Metaphysical Room), 1958 

Estimate: $200,000-300,000

Jean Royère 

“Flaque” low table, circa 1955 

Estimate: $180,000-250,000 

Zaha Hadid 

Bench, 2006 

Estimate: $100,000-150,000 



 
Phillips is delighted to offer a selection of British ceramics from the Westminster 
Collection in the June sale.  Between the years 1980 and 1987, when the Westminster 

Gallery was operating in Boston, the medium of clay was undergoing an extraordinary 
period of artistic exploration. Artists like Lucie Rie, Monica Young, Alison Britton, and 
Eileen Nisbet looked away from the medium of ceramics, to inspirations elsewhere in 
the arts (among them, music, graffiti, architecture, and fashion). They also looked back 
to an eclectic mix of other historic sources, among them patterned textiles. The twenty-
four works from this collection will provide collectors with an opportunity to acquire 

works from this important period in the history of the medium. 
 
 
 
Examples of works by Lucie Rie from the Westminster Collection  

 

Additional Highlights 

 
Judy Kensley McKie          

“Alligator Bench”, 1992  

Estimate: $30,000-50,000 

 
Carlo Scarpa        

“A Fili” vase, model no. 4540, circa 1942          

Estimate: $25,000-35,000

 
Wendell Castle 

Unique "Pedestal" chair, 1967 

Estimate: $40,000-60,000 

 

Auction: Wednesday, 6 June 2018 

Auction viewing: 1 June – 5 June 

Location: 450 Park Avenue, New York  

Click here for more information. 

### 
ABOUT PHILLIPS 

Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas of 20th 

Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice on all 

aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further 

served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform 

accessible anywhere in the world.  In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, Phillips brokers private sales and 

offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services. Visit www.phillips.com for further information. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 
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