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PRESS RELEASE

Phillips Announces Highlights from the
December Design Auctions in New York

Sales on 13 December to Include Works by Isamu Noguchi, Carlo Mollino,
Eileen Gray, Marcel Coard, Alberto Giacometti, Gio Ponti, and Lucie Rie

Carlo Mollino Eileen Gray
Unique "specchio-armadio” and adjustable wall light, Unique "Brick" screen,
from the bedroom of the Ada and Cesare Minola House, Turin, designed 1922-1923, executed 1973
1944-1946 Estimate: $400,000-600,000

Estimate: $250,000-300,000

NEW YORK - 21 NOVEMBER 2016 - Phillips is pleased to announce highlights from the December Design auctions. The
Design Evening Sale, which will take place at 5pm on 13 December, is comprised of 47 carefully chosen lots that represent
the very best examples of the category, across the 20th century. The sale offers a strong showing of French and lItalian
design, with important American pieces, as well. Works by Carlo Mollino, Gio Ponti, Marcel Coard, and Isamu Noguchi,
among others, will all be included. Desjgrn will be held earlier the same day, at 10am, and will feature important works by
Paul Dupré-Lafon, Donald Deskey, and Ettore Sottsass, Jr. among the 111 lots.



Design Evening Sale | 13 December, spm

Among the highlights of Phillips’ Design Evening Sale on 13 December are two extraordinary works by Carlo Mollino from
the Ada and Cesare Minola House in Turin - a unique “specchio-armadio” (illustrated page 1) and a pair of lounge chairs
(illustrated page 3). Both works were commissioned by the great patron Ada Cesare for her home circa 1944-1946, a

Gio Ponti
Bed’side dashboard, 1953
Estimate: $40,000-60,000

great-great-grandson of Cornelius Vanderbilt, for his home in Northeast
Harbor, Maine, which was also designed in part by Noguchi and is now listed
on the National Register of Historic Places. The unique chair was created
alongside an accompanying dining table, but following a devastating fire in
1999, this chair is all that remains of the set. When last sold at auction in

2011, the chair realized $182,500.

The Evening Sale will present a strong selection of works by French
designers. On the heels of Phillips’ record-breaking result for the designer in

turning point in Mollino’s career. The encouragement she gave to Mollino in
expressing his artistic vision has led to one of the most significant works to hit the
market in recent years. Having remained with Ada and Cesare Minola until they
were passed down to the current owners, they will appear on the market for the
first time this December at Phillips.

Several works by Gio Ponti will also be offered in the sale, including three pieces
designed for Noridska Kompaniet in 1953. A chest of drawers, a wall dashboard,
and a bedside dashboard (illustrated left) were all designed by Ponti and
executed by master cabinetmaker Giordano Chiesa. Within the most advanced
production of the Milanese architect, designer and artist, these works are an
exemplary testimony to Italian design production of the time and its expansion
and growth to international relevance.

A prototype chair by Isamu Noguchi (illustrated right), circa 1946, will also be on
offer. The chair was part of a
commission by William A.M. Burden,
former President of MoMA and

April, two important pieces by Marcel Coard will be included in the Design

Marcel Coard
Important drinks cabinet, circa 1925
Estimate: $80,000-120,000

Evening Sale, both appearing at Isamu Noguchi

. . . Prototype chair, for William A.M. Burden,
auction for the first time. An Northeast Harbor, Maine, 1947
important drinks cabinet (illustrated Estimate: $200,000-300,000

left), circa 1925, in oak with a

quadrangular, elevated body clad in python, is one of only six known extant works
by Coard that incorporate python. It is emblematic of Marcel Coard's ceuvre,
innovative in its form as well as in its materials, yet at the same time very refined
in its conception. A chest of drawers, executed by Marcel Coard in 1928-1929 will
also be offered. The piece reunites three elements very dear to the decorator: the
inlay of hardstone; the contrast between wood and stone; and Greek keys at the
base, which further reinforce the Coard’s signature style.

The sale will also feature a rare “Ecossaise” table lamp by Alberto Gicaometti
(illustrated page 3, upper right), circa 1935, a very rare example of the model and
the only one recorded in the Giacometti database. The majority of these works
were sold by Jean-Michel Frank, who was among the first to discover the



sculptor’s talents in the decorative arts and to recognize the potential for commercial and
artistic impact. The present lot is one of a small handful of “L’Ecossaise” plaster table lamps
executed in the 1930s by Alberto Giacometti, including a dark tinted example, formerly in the
collection of Elsa Schiaparelli, which sold at auction in Paris in 2015. As of the publication of
this catalogue, the present lot is the only example to appear in the Alberto Giacometti
Database.

An important sideboard (illustrated below), circa 1927, created jointly by Eugéne Printz and
Jean Dunand was executed at the inception of Printz’s mature style and also marks the
beginning of a long collaboration between the two master craftsmen. In addition to the
virtuoso woodworking, the sideboard reflects the legacy of the ancien régime through its
functionality and innovative use of materials. Printz often integrated ingenious moving
components in his furniture,
similar to the mechanical
furniture from the eighteenth
century. The doors of the
1927 sideboard cleverly slide
Alberto Giacometti

and fold open to stack neatly Rare “Ecossaise” table lamp,
at the sides. Such features circa1935

were meticulously designed Estimate: $100,000-150,000

to achieve the utmost ease of
use. The synergy between Printz and Dunand resulted in a
Eugeéne Printz and Jean Dunand progressive iteration of Art Deco that anticipated modern

Important sideboard, circa 1927 R .
Estimate: $400,000-500,000 furniture of the following decades.

In recent seasons Phillips has seen particularly strong markets for French designer Jean Royére. In December of 2014,
Phillips broke the world auction record for the designer, selling an "Ours Polaire" sofa and pair of armchairs for $842,500.
This season Phillips will again offer an iconic “Ours Polaire” sofa and pair of armchairs as two separate lots (illustrated
below).

Works by Austrian-born potter Lucie Rie have also performed well at auction. Earlier this season, Phillips set a new world
record for Rie with the sale of a 1976 conical bowl, which achieved $135,608. The December Evening will offer
twoimportant porcelain bowls by Lucie Rie, both circa 1978, one of which has been consigned by the artist’s estate (both
illustrated page 4, upper right).

Jean Royeére
"Ours Polaire" sofa & Pair of “Ours Polaire” armchairs, 1950s
Sofa Offered Separately from the Pair of Chairs - each estimated at $300,000, 400,000



T
Carlo Mollino Lucie Rie Lucie Rie
Unique pair of lounge chairs, from the living Unigue footed bowl, circa 1978 Flaring footed bowl, circa 1978
room of the Ada and Cesare Minola House, Estimate: $60,000-90,000 Estimate: $40,000-60,000
Turin, 1944-1946 Property from the Estate of Dame Lucie Rie

Estimate: $200,000-300,000

Design | 13 December, 10am

Paul Dupré-Lafon
Sideboard, 1940s
Estimate: 60,000-80,000

Ettore Sottsass, Jr. Donald Deskey
Large vase, model no. 389-B, circa 1961 Ceiling light from the Brown Palace Hotel, Denver, circa 1936
Estimate: $6,000-8,000 Estimate: $30,000-40,000

Auctions:
Design - I3 December 2016, 10am
Design Evening Sale -13 December 2016, 5pm
Auction viewing: 8-12 December | Monday to Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday 12pm-6pm
Location: 450 Park Avenue, New York
Link to more information
Desjgn - https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/NY050216
Desjgn Evening Sale - https://www.phillips.com/auctions/auction/NY050316
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ABOUT PHILLIPS

Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas of Art,
Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice on all aspects of collecting. Auctions
and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further served through representative
offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform accessible anywhere in the
world.

Visit www.phillips.com for further information.

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium.

PRESS CONTACTS: NEW YORK - Michael Sherman, Chief Communications Officer msherman@phillips.com +12129401384

NEW YORK - Jaime Israni, Public Relations Specialist jisrani@phillips.com +1212 9401398

HEADQUARTERS: LONDON - 30 Berkeley Square, London W1J 6EX | NEW YORK - 450 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022
VISIT US AT: www.phillips.com
FOLLOW US ON: Twitter | Instagram | Vimeo | Facebook | Pinterest | Tumblr | LinkedIn
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