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Phillips Unveils Two Rare Masterpieces by Zao Wou-Ki 
from the artist’s Hurricane Period 
 

Presented to the Market for the First Time, 
22.6.63 and 24.10.63 will be offered in Phillips’ 20th Century & Contemporary 
Art Evening Sale in Hong Kong on 8 July 2020 
   

 
Zao Wou-Ki (1920-2013) 

22.6.63, Painted in 1963 
oil on canvas 
146 x 89 cm 

Estimate: HK$ 38,000,000 - 58,000,000 

 
Zao Wou-Ki (1920-2013) 
24.10.63, Painted in 1963 

oil on canvas 
194 x 97 cm 

Estimate: HK$ 45,000,000 - 65,000,000 

 

HONG KONG – 7 MAY 2020 – Phillips is thrilled to unveil two masterworks by Zao Wou-Ki, 22.6.63 and 24.10.63, 

as leading highlights of the 20th Century & Contemporary Art Evening Sale in Hong Kong on 8 July, 2020. Coming 

to the auction market for the very first time, these exceptionally important works are prime examples completed at 

the peak of the Zao Wou-Ki’s Hurricane Period (1959-1972), a period which is considered the height of his 

extraordinary artistic career.  

 



Isaure de Viel Castel, Head of 20th Century & Contemporary Art, Hong Kong, said, “Phillips is proud to be entrusted 

with the sale of these two masterworks by Zao Wou-Ki, in our upcoming 20th Century & Contemporary Art Evening 

Sale in Hong Kong this July, as we celebrate Phillips’ fifth year anniversary in Asia. These magnificent paintings 

were initially presented by New York’s renowned Kootz Gallery, and it is rare to see two such works by Zao side-

by-side in red and gold, two auspicious colours in Chinese culture. With their distinguished provenance, the 

unprecedented offering of these two Hurricane Period works in our Evening Sale will undoubtedly generate huge 

interest from the international collecting community.”   

 

22.6.63 and 24.10.63 were originally in the collection of Walter R. Beardsley, an avid American collector who 

amassed a world class collection of modern and contemporary art. He acquired these two works from the Kootz 

gallery, founded in New York by Samuel Kootz. Kootz was instrumental in encouraging Zao to create large-format 

paintings in order to explore the Hurricanes in an unbridled way, and not to be limited to smaller canvases. He not 

only challenged the artist but, starting with the Zao’s first solo exhibition in his gallery in 1959, promoted his work in 

the USA every year until the gallery’s closure in 1966. 

 

Zao Wou-Ki’s Hurricane Period 

The Hurricane Period (1959-1972) paintings of the 1960s marked the culmination of Zao Wou-Ki’s formative training 

in traditional Chinese techniques and transition towards a more grand and majestic style synthesising Chinese and 

Western styles as well as ancient and modern elements. Zao’s singular skill in composition is proven in both 22.6.63 

and 24.10.63, where the solemn stillness ruptured by explosive lines that burst forth and fill the atmosphere, battling 

the elemental and chaotic. The brushwork is grand, proud and vigorous – 22.6.63’s inky-black brushstrokes leaden 

against a crimson red background convey a thriving, pulsating latent energy beneath the surface of the canvas, 

whilst in 24.10.63 sparse flying brushstrokes in stark black and brown hues are contrasted with one defiant scarlet 

red smudge. A large horizontal band of deep black and gold-exposed ground appears at the edges of each painting, 

creating a great impression of depth and a distant glimpse of peace beyond the tempest. The vertical format 

heightens the sense of compression, whilst interwoven oil pigmented splashes and strokes, full of visual agitation, 

add to the sense of strong motion and energy trapped within the monumental space.  

 
### 

 

Phillips Hong Kong July Sales 2020 

Preview: 4-7 July, Saturday - Tuesday 

20th Century & Contemporary Art Evening Sale: 8 July, Wednesday  

Location: JW Marriott, 88 Queensway, Admiralty, Hong Kong 

* Details of the travelling exhibitions will be announced in due course. 

 

ABOUT PHILLIPS 

Phillips is a leading global platform for buying and selling 20th and 21st century art and design. With dedicated expertise in the areas of 20th 

Century and Contemporary Art, Design, Photographs, Editions, Watches, and Jewelry, Phillips offers professional services and advice on all 

aspects of collecting. Auctions and exhibitions are held at salerooms in New York, London, Geneva, and Hong Kong, while clients are further 

served through representative offices based throughout Europe, the United States and Asia. Phillips also offers an online auction platform 

accessible anywhere in the world.  In addition to providing selling and buying opportunities through auction, Phillips brokers private sales and 

offers assistance with appraisals, valuations, and other financial services. Visit www.phillips.com for further information. 

*Estimates do not include buyer’s premium; prices achieved include the hammer price plus buyer’s premium. 

 
PRESS CONTACTS 
HONG KONG – Ingrid Hsu, Public Relations Director, Asia Ingridhsu@phillips.com +852 2318 2043 
LONDON - Katie Carder, Head of Press, Europe              kcarder@phillips.com      +44 20 7901 7938 
 
PHILLIPS NEW YORK - 450 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 
PHILLIPS LONDON - 30 Berkeley Square, London, W1J 6EX 
PHILLIPS HONG KONG - 14/F St. George’s Building, 2 Ice House Street, Central Hong Kong 
PHILLIPS GENEVA -  Rue de la Confédération, 7 Geneva 1204  
 
VISIT US AT:  www.phillips.com  
FOLLOW US ON: Twitter | Instagram | Vimeo | Facebook | LinkedIn | Weibo| WeChat (use QR Code) 
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